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Campus Assembly
12 March 19 73
1.

Committee replacements on the Teacher Education and Financial
Aids Committees were presented for information.

2.

Curricular proposals from the Curriculum Committee came up for
action:
a.

The curricular proposal in ~mies carried by voice vote.

b.

In regard to the curricular proposal in g eology, Hirsh asked
that it be understood that changes in Geology 3300 and 3550
will take effect spring, 1973. Two faculty members are available
to teach this major; courses are substantially the same as at
present. The geology proposal carried by voice vote.

c.

The curricular proposal in biology carried by voice ·rote.

d.

In regard to the curricular proposal in mathematics, Hirsh
asked that it be understood that one new course, Math 3203,
will be offered spring, 1973. ,Jesseph asked whether t ~
mathematics discipline had considered the student work load
in hours when allocating four or five credits to a course;
Hirsh replied that considerable thought had been given to
this matter. E. Johnson asked if the course Concepts in
Mathematics is a good one for teachers; Raymond said it is.
Johnson also inquired about the reason for limited enrollment
in some courses; Raymond said enrollment had been limited
because of increased alternatives. The mathematics proposal
carried by voice vote.

e.

There was lengthy discussion of the curricular proposal in
Interdisciplinary Studies. Lammers supported the proposal on
the groW1ds that directed studies in Interdisciplinary Studies
would be a more suitable course for students to enroll in when
taking an interdisciplinary directed studies than the directed
studies courses in the home disciplines of the participating
faculty members, as was the case this year. He noted, though,
that interdisciplinary studies courses this year were faculty
rather than student initiated and that the proposal is neither
responsive to a memo circulated by Jesseph nor the same as a
proposal being prepared by the Seminar and Independent Studies
Committee, which he chairs.
Lammers also raised the question of the lines of responsibility.
Spring explained that the origi:1al proposal that came to the
Curriculum Committee calleG for the approval of the Academic
Dean. Because Divisions differ in their handling of directed
studies, with Humanities and Science and Mathematics re~uiring
the signature of the Chairperson, this aspect of the proposal
met with objections. A compromise calling for consultation
with the Academic Dean was effected, thus allowing the Divisions
to retain their internal procedures for establishing the
ultimate responsibility for faculty load.

Campus Assembly Minutes
12 March 1973
page 2
Tatum asked about the procedure to be followed when extradivisional faculty are involved. Bopp said that this would
be handled by consultation with the Academic Dean.
Gremmels wanted to know what is to be done with the information
collected by the Academic Dean in the process of consultation;
would it be used to evaluate faculty? Bopp said that in regard
to faculty evaluation, the information would be used no differently
than otherwise; the purpose of collecting information is to evaluate
the program; evaluation is needed to guide the program.
Driggs suggested another role of the Academic Dean in the consulting process: monitoring. In this way, the Dean can provide
leadership when things are not going well. The Curriculum
Committee felt that monitoring should come after the fact rather
than in the form of the Dean's approval or disapproval of proposed directed studies courses.
Straw moved to table. The motion was seconded. Straw supported
his motion on the grounds that tabling the proposal would allow
time to clarify academic discipline limits and the role of the
Division chairpersons and to bring all Interdisciplinary Studies
courses to the Assembly at one time.
Bopp pointed out that the evaluation of non-teaching faculty,
when they are to be involved in teaching, is handled now by the

Division appropriate to the person's field. Peterson said that
tabling the proposal may halt some good offerings; experience
with the proposal will provide a basis for possible change later.
The motion to table failed.
In response to comments and questions about faculty vs. student
initiation, Bopp said that this concern is irrelevant. Roshal
asked if one faculty member's situation of having 23 students
on directed study could be duplicated at UMM; Bopp said the
consultative process could be used to avoid overloads.
Haage moved to substitute 1-15 credits for 1-5 credits. The
motion was seconded. Haage said that the Curriculum Committee
has approved a range of 1-15 credits for directed studies and
it would be desirable to set this range in this proposal to
accommodate students traveling abroad. Bopp said that a recommendation on this matter will come to the Assembly; in the
meantime students traveling abroad have other options. Raymond
said that the issue deserves the Assembly's complete attention.
The motion failed on a voice vote. Haage called for a hand
count - 9-50-4.
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The proposal for directed studies in Interdisciplinary Studies
carried by voice vote.
3.

A constitutional amendment concerning a term of office for the
Provost, Assistant Provost, and the Academic Dean was presented
for information.

4.

The proposal concerning graduation awards from the Functions and
Awards Committee came to the floor. This proposal was the result
of deliberations that followed an earlier proposal's being returned
to committee.
The interim proposal concerning graduation honors received adverse
criticism: one faculty member could vote for graduation honors
for all graduates, thereby forcing the Assembly to vote many of
them down and in the process discuss individual students openly.
Morris moved that Section 1. Graduation Honors to be omitted and
included in the list of omitted awards. The motion was seconded.
Discussion of the X-vote system continued: would sabotage of the
system be likely or are we justified in having ·faith that the
faculty would act responsibly? The opinion was expressed that if
more than one Xis required, then "we're back in the numbers game."
There was considerable sentiment for retention of graduation
honors, but against this system. The a~endment failed.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:43 p.m.
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